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Press Release

Prague, 28 January 2008
HAVEL & HOLÁSEK Wins Two Awards in 2007 Czech Lawyer of the Year Competition
Jaroslav Havel has won the Finance and Banking Lawyer of the Year award and Petr Opluštil has won Talent of the Year in the Czech Republic’s prestigious “Lawyer of the Year” competition.  The yearly competition is organized jointly by the Czech Bar Association and the internet-based Czech legal website www.epravo.cz. Results of the competition were announced at a gala event on Friday, 25 January 2008, in Brno, Czech Republic.

2007 Lawyer of the Year in the area of banking and finance law
Jaroslav Havel, managing partner of Havel & Holásek, won in the category “Finance and Banking Lawyer of the Year”.  Jaroslav Havel, was singled out in particular for his legal services rendered to the Italian finance group Generali in connection with the establishment of a joint venture between Assicurazioni Generali and the financial group Česká pojišťovna, the large Czech insurance group, and for leading other major transactions in the banking and finance sector, for his contribution to Havel & Holásek as a whole, and his expertise in the area of private equity and venture capital investments.  Jaroslav Havel ranks among the leading Czech legal professionals.  Prestigious international rating publications, such as PLC Cross Border, European Legal 500, IFRL 1000 and European Legal Experts 2007, refer to Jaroslav Havel as a recommended Czech legal expert in the area of mergers and acquisitions, commercial and corporate law, banking and finance law, and restructuring and insolvency.
Talent of the Year
Petr Opluštil, an associate of Havel & Holásek, who has been with Havel & Holásek since 2006 won in the category “Talent of the Year”.  This category is intended for young lawyers up to 33 years of age.  In his professional practice, Petr Opluštil focuses primarily on the issues of rehabilitation of brownfields, PPP projects and state aid, in particular in the form of subsidies from EU structural funds and investment incentives.  One of the nomination criteria for the “Talent of the Year” category was his presentation of a competition treatise.  Petr Opluštil presented a paper analysing the “polluter pays” principle in relation to rehabilitation of brownfield sites.  The analysis addressed three main topics, namely the legal definition of the person liable for environmental pollution under Czech law; the conditions subject to which the obligation to remedy environmental harm is transferred to a third party; and the cases where the persons responsible for environmental damage cease to be obligated to remedy environmental harm.

Havel & Holásek in 2007

Starting the firm in 2001, the partners of Havel & Holásek have built one of the largest, internationally recognized, and modern law firms in the Czech legal market.  In addition, the firm has developed one of the largest legal teams of highly qualified professionals in the area of mergers, acquisitions and divestitures and related financing in the Czech market (comprising 29 lawyers in January 2008).  In 2007, Havel & Holásek improved its position in all major international ranking directories, significantly expanded its client base, and expanded its legal team by more than 20 new members.
“Lawyer of the Year” Competition
The Lawyer of the Year competition, intended for all legal professions, was open in each category for any lawyer who achieved exceptional results in the relevant area of his or her practice.  Candidates were nominated from April to the middle of December 2007.  The winners of the competition were selected by a professional jury; only in the category “Lawyer of the Year elected by the general public” the results depended on the votes of the general public.  For 2007, seven traditional categories were announced for the Lawyer of the Year, including civil law, commercial law, family law, public law, penal law, intellectual property law, and civil and human rights; three historical categories for the Talent of the Year; Lawyer of the Year elected by the general public; the Legal Hall of Fame; and a special category the “Lawyer of the Year in banking and finance law”. The Lawyer of the Year competition is the only competition of its kind organized in the Czech Republic. For more information regarding the Lawyer of the Year competition please visit www.pravnikroku.cz. 
HAVEL & HOLÁSEK, Attorneys-at-Law, with offices in Prague and Ostrava, Czech Republic, and with 55 lawyers, 15 paralegals, and total staff of 100 employees, belongs among leading Czech law firms.  The firm currently provides services to approximately 500 clients, while more than 20 of them have been ranked as Czech Top 100 companies, and our lawyers have been regularly cited among leading or recommended specialists by renowned international rating publications.  The prestigious publications Global Counsel 3000, European Legal 500, European Legal Experts 2006 or IFLR 1000 have cited Havel & Holásek as one of the best law firms for transactions to be carried out in the Czech Republic in the area of commercial and corporate law, banking and finance, capital markets, bankruptcy and composition, construction law, real estate, labour law, litigation, and in particular mergers and acquisitions. 
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