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EU2022.CZ, ECONOMY, POLICY AND STRATEGY
EU Committee: Utilities, effects of aggression are CZ PRES priorities
Thursday, October 27 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Committee on the European Union at the government level approved the material dealing with the implementation
of the priorities of the Czech Presidency of the Council of the EU, in particular energy issues and the resolution of the
conflict in Ukraine. The document assesses the progress made in the various agendas and formations of the EU
Council in the first half of the Czech Presidency. It notes that energy ministers adopted common European measures
to strengthen preparedness for the coming winter and to mitigate the impact of high energy prices. q

Fiala calls for capping gas for electricity generation
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

At its October meeting, the European Council asked the Council of the European Union and the European Commission
to submit possibilities for capping the prices of gas for electricity generation. At a meeting in the Czech Senate on
November 3, 2022, this statement was provided by Prime Minister Petr Fiala (ODS) who added that he considered it
a huge success. At the same time, he pointed out that the Czech Republic could be an example of saving energy, as it
decreased its gas consumption by 30% year on year. The Prime Minister further said that the European Council agreed
on voluntary joint purchases of gas and the realisation of a temporary price corridor for transactions with natural gas.
Fiala added that the government, as part of the Czech EU Presidency, was preparing another extraordinary meeting of
the Council for Energy on November 24, which should adopt further measures. q

MPO: EP could prolong sales of combustion engine cars
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Czech Presidency has agreed with the European Parliament (EP) on the form of a regulation setting carbon
dioxide (CO2) emission targets for passenger cars and vans. The agreement includes targets for a gradual reduction
of CO2 emissions to 100% by 2035. Industry and Trade Minister Jozef Síkela (for STAN) said the way had also been
opened for the registration of vehicles with internal combustion engines powered by climate-neutral fuels. Outgoing
Environment Minister Anna Hubáčková (KDU-ČSL) added that the Czech Republic should receive another CZK 100bn
for decarbonisation under the Fit for 55 package. q

PM Fiala: Government to commission study on gigafactory
Sunday, October 30 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The government will commission a study of the possible impacts of the construction of a Volkswagen gigafactory at
the airport in Líně near Plzeň. It will move the military airport's capacity to another location within the region to allow
for the creation of an industrial zone. Prime Minister Petr Fiala (ODS) said this after a meeting with representatives of
the Plzeň Region and municipalities, adding that a consensus had been reached on the importance of Volkswagen's
investment for the Czech Republic. q

SDA: Registrations down 8.23% to 160,126 cars
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Between January and October 2022, car registrations in the Czech Republic dropped by 8.23% year on year to 160,126
(down by 14,368 cars). In October alone, they grew by 28.52%. Furthermore, 13,751 light utility vehicles, 1,021 buses,
7,170 trucks and 23,628 motorcycles were registered. Among cars, the largest market share belonged to ŠKODA
(32.30%), followed by Hyundai (10.10%) and VW (8.40%). The best-selling models were the ŠKODA OCTAVIA (11,934
cars),  the ŠKODA FABIA (10,358) and the Hyundai  i30 (7,066).  Regarding category,  SUVs are first  with 71,307
registrations (44.53%). In terms of fuel, petrol leads with 66.52% over diesel fuel (24.80%). Registrations of cars with
alternative drives grew by 30.08% to 30,157. The number of registered e-cars increased by 56% to 3,156. The Car
Importers Association (SDA) further informed that 138,807 used cars,  with an average age of 10.7 years,  were
registered. q

Savills: Investments in student housing increased by 130% in Europe
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

In Q1-3 2022, the total volume of investment in purpose-built student accommodation facilities in Europe reached EUR
11.7bn, a record 130% year-on-year increase. Investment interest in this sector is driven by the growing number of
students. Savills reported that growth will continue in the coming years, as the number of young people in Prague
could increase by 5.7% per year by 2027. The director of the Savills CR and SR investment advisory department, Fraser
Watson, expects that with future projects in the short to medium term, this sector will develop similarly to other more
developed European markets in the recent past. q

https://www.vlada.cz/cz/evropske-zalezitosti/predsednictvi-cr-v-rade-eu/aktuality/vladni-vybor-pro-eu-schvalil-naplnovani-priorit-ceskeho-predsednictvi-v-rade-eu-200133/
https://www.senat.cz/xqw/xervlet/pssenat/htmlhled?action=doc&value=105705
https://www.mpo.cz/cz/rozcestnik/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/shoda-na-emisnich-cilech-co2-otevira-moznost-prodavat-automobily-se-spalovacimi-motory-i-po-roce-2035--270619/
https://portal.sda-cia.cz/clanky/download/2022_11_tiskovka-2022-10.pdf
http://www.cianews.cz/cs/6740774-savills-objem-evropskych-investic-do-studentskeho-bydleni-dosahl-rekordnich-11-7-miliardy-eur-coz-predstavuje-130proc-mezirocni-narust
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MZe: Sales of pesticides fell by 38%, the most in EU
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Ministry of Agriculture (MZe) plans to manage a quarter of all agricultural land in ecological mode by 2030. It is
aimed at this through, among other things, subsidies for gentle management and investments in technology or
limiting the use of active substances. According to Eurostat statistics, the sale of pesticides in the Czech Republic fell
the  most  in  the  European  Union  in  2011-2020,  by  38%.  According  to  the  International  Food  and  Agriculture
Organization, Czech farmers currently use an average of 1.39 kg of active substance per hectare. The Ministry
informed that currently in the Czech Republic there are approximately 5,000 ecological farms on a total area of almost
600,000 ha. With this share, the Czech Republic ranks 6th among EU countries. q

ACEA: BEV registrations increased 57% in CR and 39% in SR
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

In Q1-3 2022, the number of battery electric vehicle (BEV) registrations in the Czech Republic increased by 56.5% y/y
to 2,906. In Q3 alone, there were 962 vehicles (+65.6%),  according to the European Association of Automobile
Manufacturers (ACEA). In the Slovak Republic, BEV registrations rose by 38.7% to 992 vehicles from January to
September. In the last monitored quarter, they were higher by 16.0% and reached 327 units. In the EU, EFTA and UK
markets, the number of BEV registrations increased by 25.8% to 1.0m vehicles in the three quarters of 2022. In Q3,
they showed growth of 16.3% to 355,340 cars. q

ACEA: PHEV registrations in CR fell by 21.2%; increased in SR
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

In Q1-3 2022, registrations of plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEV) in the Czech Republic fell by 21.2% y/y to 2,346
vehicles.  In  Q3  alone,  there  were  771  vehicles  (-1.5%).  Data  from  the  European  Association  of  Automobile
Manufacturers (ACEA) also show that in Slovakia, the number of PHEV registrations increased by 26.6% to 1,051
vehicles from January to September. In the last monitored quarter, it was by 22.5% to 332. In the EU, EFTA and UK
markets, PHEV registrations decreased by 11.3% to 687,890 units in the three quarters of 2022. In Q3, they showed
a decrease of 9.5% to 238,670 cars. q

Unemployment drops to 2.2% in October
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

In October 2022, the employment rate of persons aged between 15 and 64 in the Czech Republic grew by 0.9 pp
month on month to 75.7%. The share of the unemployed totalled 2.2%, down by 0.5% year on year. The unemployment
rate was 1.9% for men and 2.6% for women. Czech Statistical Office Labour Market Statistics and Equal Opportunities
department  director  Dalibor  Holý  said  that  the  adjusted  unemployment  rate  had  been  below  3%  since  June
2021. There was still  high demand for labour. According to Eurostat data, the unemployment rate in the Czech
Republic for persons aged between 15 and 74 years was at 2.2% in September. q

Aures: Used cars  are cheaper; the median in CR is CZK 189,000
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The median price of used cars in the Czech Republic fell by CZK 1,000 to CZK 189,000 on a month-on-month basis in
October 2022. Markets in Poland, where the median price fell by PLN 300, and in Hungary (HUF -152,000) also
recorded a decrease. At the same time, there was an increase in the number of advertised cars in all monitored
markets, with the exception of Hungary. Data from Aures Holdings shows this. The price of used cars in the Czech
Republic is around CZK 190,000 from April 2022. The most used cars were on offer in Prague (29,154), the Central
Bohemia (9703), and South Moravian (8356) regions. The most frequently offered brand was ŠKODA Octavia with
a median price of CZK 179,900, aged 9.9 years. q

BCPP does not expect more IPOs; firms raise CZK 1.1bn
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Prague Stock Exchange (BCCP) does not expect any new IPOs or SPOs on the START market this year. The
exchange announced that it had recorded six subscriptions in 2022, including five new companies (one of which was
the first Slovak) and one secondary subscription. Companies on the START market raised new capital worth CZK
1.1bn from investors this year. Market capitalisation on the START market exceeded CZK 10bn. q

State budget ended with a deficit of CZK 286.7bn in Oct  
Tuesday, November 1 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The state budget had a deficit of CZK 286.7bn ended at the end of October 2022. After adjusting for revenues from
the EU and financial mechanisms, as well as for expenditures on these projects, the deficit amounted to CZK 259.2bn.
Finance Minister Zbyněk Stanjura (ODS) stated that the deficit corresponds to the expected fulfillment in the context
of payments of extraordinary pensions, one-off child allowances and other benefits, including the prepayment of the
entire allocation for the savings tariff. In October, the collection of VAT from quarterly payers had a positive impact on
the budget, on the other hand, the Czech Republic paid an extra CZK 6bn year-on-year in repayments of the state
debt. q

https://eagri.cz/public/web/mze/tiskovy-servis/tiskove-zpravy/x2022_cesti-zemedelci-udavaji-trendy-ve.html
https://www.acea.auto/fuel-pc/fuel-types-of-new-cars-battery-electric-11-9-hybrid-22-6-and-petrol-37-8-market-share-in-q3-2022/
https://www.acea.auto/fuel-pc/fuel-types-of-new-cars-battery-electric-11-9-hybrid-22-6-and-petrol-37-8-market-share-in-q3-2022/
https://www.czso.cz/csu/czso/cri/miry-zamestnanosti-nezamestnanosti-a-ekonomicke-aktivity-zari-2022
http://www.cianews.cz/cs/6737855-ojetin-na-trhu-pribylo-jejich-cena-mirne-klesla-a-objevilo-se-i-vice-zanovnich-aut
https://www.mfcr.cz/cs/aktualne/tiskove-zpravy/2022/pokladni-plneni-sr-49219
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Analysts: Industry has a problem with lack of new orders
Tuesday, November 1 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The updated October PMI report does not offer an optimistic outlook for the beginning of the last quarter of this year.
Raiffeisenbank  analyst  David  Vagenknecht  said  that  the  published  result  of  the  survey  means  a  provisional
confirmation of the outlook that the quarter-on-quarter decline in the economy will continue at the end of the year.
Komerční  banka's  economist  Jana Steckerová added that  shortly  after  the problems with  subcontracts  almost
disappeared, the Czech industry is increasingly struggling with a lack of new orders. Customers are gradually losing
the ability to absorb the high prices that companies have been able to pass on to them until now. The chief economist
of Creditas Bank, Petr Dufek, stated that part of the industry is still riding on the wave of older orders, but from the
point of view of the further development of the economy, the new ones, for which relevant data have yet to arrive, are
now decisive. q

PMI: Industry outlook for 2023 pessimistic  
Tuesday, November 1 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The October Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) data from S&P Global showed a significant decline in operating
conditions in the Czech manufacturing sector. The slowdown resulted from weaker customer demand and a sharp
drop in output due to worsening economic conditions on the domestic and world markets and a further decline in
customer purchasing power. Production and new orders fell, and the pace of decline accelerated as demand was
further burdened by rapidly rising prices. Firms subsequently reduced the number of employees and purchases of
inputs in an attempt to limit expenses. However, the growth of energy still drove prices higher, which will have a hard
impact especially on energy-intensive industries. There were few signs of a decline in inflation on the domestic and
foreign markets, and at the beginning of the last quarter, Czech manufacturers still registered pessimism regarding
the prospects for production in the next year. Sentiment fell to the lowest level since the start of the pandemic in April
2020. S&P's current forecast for industrial production growth in 2022 is only 1.5 %. q

Analysts: Recession and recovery will be moderate 
Tuesday, November 1 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The decline in the economy is likely to continue in the last quarter of 2022, and it is largely unknown when it will end.
In response to the statistical data on the development of GDP, the chief economist of Banka Creditas Petr Dufek said
that companies in the industrial sector still have a stock of old orders. However, more and more businesses will face
high energy prices and consumer caution. Jakub Seidler, chief economist of the Czech Banking Association, added
that for the time being he expects a relatively mild recession and a decline in the economy in the next two quarters.
For the whole of this year, thanks to the low comparative base, the domestic economy will record year-on-year growth
of around 2.5 % but next year it will probably stagnate. Patria Finance chief economist Jan Bureš stated that although
the recession will be mild, it will certainly not be followed by such a significant recovery as after the pandemic. First,
because the impact on real household incomes and savings will be permanent, and domestic demand will respond to
supply-side problems with a more permanent contraction. At the same time, because not only in the Czech Republic,
but in the entire developed world, there is currently no room to adopt such significant stimulus packages, and the
recession will therefore also lead to an increase in unemployment. q

ČNB: Annual growth rate of aggregate M3 increased to 7.0%
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The annual growth rate of the M3 monetary aggregate reached 7.0% in September 2022. It represents a month-on-
month acceleration of the pace by 1 pp. The Czech National Bank (ČNB) informed that, due to financial transactions,
M3 increased by CZK 81.5bn (year-on-year increase by CZK 397.6bn) and reached a value of CZK 6,073.6bn. q

ČNB: Banks' total assets fell by CZK 55bn to CZK 9.48tn
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The balance sheet total of the banking sector of the Czech Republic at the end of September 2022 reached CZK
9.48tn and decreased by CZK 55bn m/m. The statistics were published by the Czech National Bank (ČNB). The
dominant item on the asset side of the balance sheet is loans to residents, which amounted to CZK 6.388tn. Deposits
of residents, which constitute the most significant item of liabilities, amounted to CZK 6.326tn. Loans granted to
resident non-financial corporations amounted to CZK 1.278tn (CZK -16bn). The volume of non-performing loans rose
slightly to CZK 43bn. q

LEGISLATION AND REGULATION
Zeman vetoes budget amendment due to low income tax
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

On November 2, 2022, President Miloš Zeman vetoed the act on the state budget of the Czech Republic for 2022. He
substantiated his decision by saying that the budget’s income side was lower than it could be if the submitted
amendment to the act on the state budget for 2022 had been preceded by an amendment to the act on income tax.
According to the president, the budget is thus based on a lower tax rate for incomes incurred by natural persons,
which creates a budget deficit of CZK 90bn. Miloš Zeman added that when the super-gross wage was abolished, it
was assumed that the tax rate in question would return to its original level. The submitter included this public
commitment in the substantiation of the draft bill. q

https://www.pmi.spglobal.com/Public/Home/PressRelease/d9fb3225d4844ad4ad79fa4d691f90ab
https://www.cnb.cz/cs/statistika/menova_bankovni_stat/harm_stat_data/komentar-ke-statistice-menoveho-vyvoje/index.html
https://www.cnb.cz/cs/statistika/menova_bankovni_stat/bankovni-statistika/bankovni-statistika/
https://www.hrad.cz/cs/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/aktualni-tiskove-zpravy/prezident-republiky-vetoval-zakon-o-statnim-rozpoctu-cr-na-rok-2022-16678
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SOCR wants Senate to reject Market Power Act amendment
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Confederation of Commerce and Tourism of the Czech Republic (SOCR) called on senators to prevent the
approval of the amendment to the Significant Market Power Act, which has been changed in a way that goes against
the original intention of the new European regulation. This is to protect small and weaker companies from the market
power of larger and stronger companies throughout the agri-food and trade chain. In an open letter to the Senate, the
Union stated that the amendments adopted had not been subject to any substantive discussion. In addition to the
advantages for the Agrofert holding at the expense of small food producers, the SOCR believes that the proposals
also contain economically completely nonsensical adjustments. q

SFDI will show budget of CZK 150.9bn in 2023
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Budget of the State Fund for Transport Infrastructure (SFTI) for 2023 and the medium-term outlook for 2024 and
2025 were submitted to the Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Republic. The standard was prepared by the Ministry of
Transport of the Czech Republic. The SFDI should manage CZK 150.9bn in 2023. Of this,  CZK 46.6bn is to be
allocated for non-investment expenditure and CZK 104.3bn for investment expenditure. The budget also includes the
involvement of European funds in the total amount of CZK 27.6bn. q

SUBSIDIES, INVESTMENTS, EU MARKET
Immofinanz sells EUR 60m office buildings in Vienna
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Immofinanz has sold two office buildings in Vienna to the Austrian Winegg Group. The transaction value totalled EUR
60m. Their  total  area is  7,000 m2. Both are occupied by long-term tenants.  Immofinanz board member Radka
Doehring said that the group advanced in the implementation of its portfolio strategy focused on retail real estate and
myhive office solutions and that it planned revenue of approximately EUR 1bn. Since publishing the strategy in the
summer of 2022, real estate sales have totalled roughly EUR 150m and included offices in Prague. q

KŠB assists VGP with park expansion in Slovakia, Hungary
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The law firm Kocián Šolc Balaštík (AK KŠB) is assisting the VGP Group in its expansion of warehouse premises in
Slovakia and Hungary. The developer and owner of logistics real estate has expanded the VGP Park Bratislava with
140,000 m2 of warehouse premises and is building a new site, VGP Park Zvolen, with an area of 52,000 m2, with
Packeta being the first tenant. In Hungary, the first phase of VGP Park Budapest Aerozone has been completed with
a warehouse building on an area of 10,000 m2 for the tenant Boxy Logistics. The entire site with an area of 50,000 m2
will be completed in three stages. q

Metrostav Ankara Inşaat completes funicular in Istanbul
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Czech-Turkish company Metrostav Ankara Inşaat has completed the construction of the Aşiyan – Hisarüstü
underground funicular line in Istanbul. The line is 900 m long with a 13% gradient and was commissioned on October
28, 2022. Metrostav’s subsidiary realised the project for the City of Istanbul’s Directorate for Rail Traffic in the
European Section. Metrostav performed not only the boring work on line and station tunnels but also supplied
underground vestibules of the upper and lower stations, including construction and architectonic structures and
complete technologies;  those included funicular  vehicles by the Swiss manufacturer  Garaventa,  drive and span
stations, the electrical part, automation and safety systems. q

MŽP: Firms can get CZK 13bn for greening
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic (MŽP) will release CZK 13bn from the Modernisation Fund,
which industrial enterprises can obtain for greening. Applicants can apply for subsidies of up to 75% of the money
spent in two calls for proposals, depending on the type of project, the size of the company, and the region where the
company is located. The subsidy will be awarded to companies operating facilities covered by the EU Emissions
Trading Scheme (EU ETS). The funding will help large CO2 emitters with energy savings, switching to renewable
energy sources and greener production methods. These include producers of steel and iron, glass, cement and lime,
pulp and paper, representatives of the chemical or food industry, as well as large hospital facilities. q

Eurowag buying Polish Grupa Inelo for EUR 306m 
Tuesday, November 1 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Provider of payment and technology services for haulage contractors, W.A.G. payment solutions (Eurowag), is buying
the Polish company Grupa Inelo for EUR 306m. It provides software for drivers' time management and control, and is
also active in Slovenia outside of Poland. The acquisition expands Eurowag's scope and product capabilities and
supports the development of its digital platform. After regulatory approval, it should be completed in 1Q 2023. q

https://www.socr.cz/zpravodajstvi/otevreny-dopis-senatu-parlamentu-cr-zabrante-agrofertizaci-ceske-republiky
http://www.psp.cz/sqw/historie.sqw?o=9&t=325&rss-cz=0
https://immofinanz.com/en/news/immofinanz-successfully-completes-further-property-sales
https://www.ksb.cz/cs/novinky-publikace/01299
http://www.cianews.cz/cs/6740132-dcerina-spolecnost-metrostavu-dokoncila-vyznamny-infrastrukturni-projekt-v-turecku
https://www.mzp.cz/cz/news_20221102_prumyslove_podniky_mohou_ziskat_penize_na_ekologictejsi_provoz_modernizacni_fond_nabidne_13_miliard
https://www.londonstockexchange.com/news-article/WPS/eurowag-to-acquire-inelo/15685891
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Mattoni 1873 expands in Serbia and Montenegro with Pepsi 
Tuesday, November 1 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Mattoni 1873, through its Serbian company Knjaz Miloš, became the official producer and distributor of non-alcoholic
carbonated beverages of the Pepsi brand for the markets of Serbia and Montenegro. The manufacturer and distributor
of soft drinks expects Knjaz Miloš to sell almost 500 million beverage units, employ more than 1,000 people and
achieve an annual turnover of more than EUR 150m. It became part of Mattoni 1873 in 2019. As the exclusive
producer and distributor of PepsiCo soft drinks (Pepsi, Pepsi Max, 7Up, Mirinda, Evervess and Ivi), the group also
operates in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Austria, Hungary, and Bulgaria. q

CEITEC VUT to launch testbed for Industry 4.0 
Tuesday, November 1 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

CEITEC VUT will open a so-called testbed for Industry 4.0 at the turn of November and December 2022 in Brno. It
received CZK 450m for its construction. In addition to research, the smart test factory will  also help small and
medium-sized companies (SMEs) test new technologies. It is created as part of the RICAIP project implemented on
the Czech side by the CIIRC Institute of the Czech Technical University and CEITEC BUT, on the German side by the
organizations DFKI and ZeMA from Saarbrücken. The operating costs of the project are covered by the European
Union (roughly EUR 15m), the financing for the equipment comes from national budgets (CZK 800m). The project
offers a testbed in Brno and Prague. CEITEC BUT also won the EDIH (European Digital Innovation Hub) project, which
aims at the production technologies of small and medium-sized companies. It is scheduled to launch on January 1,
2023. q

ŠKODA raises income to EUR 15.18bn; war reduces profit
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

ŠKODA AUTO sold 646,000 vehicles in the period from January 1 to September 30, 2022 (includes ŠKODA AUTO
Group sales to dealerships, including other Group brands such as SEAT, VW, AUDI, PORSCHE, and LAMBORGHINI). In
the same period in 2021, the figure was 596,000. This is according to the VW Group's interim report for 1-3Q 2022,
with the Czech carmaker's revenue increasing year-on-year from EUR 13.33bn to EUR 15.18bn. Operating profit, which
was significantly affected by the conflict in Ukraine, fell to EUR 856m from EUR 900m last year. Christian Schenk,
ŠKODA AUTO board member for finance and IT, said that despite the difficult economic situation, rising raw material
and energy prices, and fragile supply chains, the company achieved a return on sales of 5.6%. The carmaker is aiming
for a significantly positive operating result by the end of the year. q

CTP builds 2 CTBox buildings
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

CTP has expanded the portfolio of CTBoxes, which enable to lease multi-purpose premises starting from 400 m2, at
CTPark in Hradec Králové. It offers seven such units there. Two CTBox-type buildings, each with an area of 3,500 m2,
were built at the revitalised CTPark Brno Líšeň and are now being leased by the developer. Currently, 50% of the units
are occupied. At the Ponávka site in Brno, all 50 units have been long-term leased. The developer, which has more
than 600 clients in its portfolio, estimates the interest in premises of up to 2,000 m2 to increase by 10%-15% in
2022. It expects that by the end of 2022, it will expand its European portfolio to 10m m2 of GLA. The whole portfolio
has a certification according to BREEAM sustainability standards. q

Unilink Group acquires 80% in INSIA from Marsh
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

INSIA,  a  network of  insurance and mortgage brokers  in  the Czech Republic  and Slovakia,  has a  new majority
shareholder. Unilink Group has acquired 80% of the network from Marsh and, together with the recent acquisitions of
Safety Broker in Romania and Moldova and I&G Brokers in Bulgaria, has created an insurance distribution platform in
six CEE countries. The volume of premiums brokered amounts to EUR 1bn. Unilink's chairman Igor Rusinowski said
the company has ambitions to expand into Western Europe from 2023. INSIA's founding shareholder and CEO Ivan
Špirakus believes that with Unilink's support, the company will kick-start rapid growth both organically and through
acquisitions and attract new partners to its network. q

Lemonero expanded to the Netherlands, has eye on France 
Tuesday, November 1 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Fintech Lemonero is entering the Netherlands after a recent investment from Komerční banka (KB) in the amount of
CZK 100m. In the market there, the startup will introduce its smart digital financing for e-shops, which can be done
online by e-shop owners. Lemoner CEO Jan Laštůvka stated that the company currently cooperates with thousands of
small and medium-sized e-shops in the Czech Republic and Slovakia. He is confident the fintech will do just as well or
better in the Netherlands. France is the next planned expansion in 2023. The startup is planning to expand to German-
speaking countries and Eastern European countries. q

Allwyn talks on takeover of Camelot's British operations
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

KKCG's Allwyn Entertainment is in talks to buy the UK operations of Camelot, owned by Canada's Ontario Teachers'
Pension Plan. The acquisition would give Allwyn control of the company, which it will replace as operator of the
National Lottery in February 2024. The eventual transaction would be subject to regulatory approval. q

https://www.mattoni1873.cz/pro-media/mattoni-1873-expanduje-v-srbsku-a-cerne-hore
https://www.zvut.cz/napady-objevy/napady-a-objevy-f38103/brnensky-testbed-pro-prumysl-4-0-pulmiliardovy-projekt-pomuze-mensim-a-strednim-firmam-d232563?aid_redir=1
https://www.volkswagenag.com/presence/investorrelation/publications/interim-reports/2022/Q3_2022_e.pdf
http://www.cianews.cz/cs/6740196-zajem-firem-o-mensi-prumyslove-prostory-do-2-000-m-2-roste-ctp-zaznamenala-narust-o-10-15-proc-oproti-lonskemu-roku
http://www.cianews.cz/cs/6738490-insia-se-stava-soucasti-skupiny-unilink
http://www.cianews.cz/cs/6734484-fintech-startup-lemonero-miri-do-zahranici-nove-nabidne-rustove-financovani-e-shopum-v-nizozemi
https://www.allwynentertainment.com/press-releases/statement-regarding-discussions-between-allwyn-and-the-ontario-teachers-pension-plan
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DHL opens distribution centre for Sage Appliances
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

DHL Supply Chain has opened a distribution centre for Sage Appliances in Nýřany in September 2022. The company
also provides customs services,  receiving of  sea containers,  palletizing of  cartons,  warehousing,  order  picking,
picking, value-added services, and distribution to twelve European countries. For this purpose, it also uses a leased
logistics centre of 30,000 m2. The companies signed a five-year contract. DHL provides logistics services in the Plzeň
region in three locations and uses almost 140,000 m2 of warehouse space there. q

Daktela acquires majority in Coworkers.ai
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Technology company Daktela, which provides custom communications software for businesses, acquires a majority
stake in Coworkers.ai. The company offers its own smart chatbots and voicebots on the Czech market, and its
customers include Komerční banka, Kooperativa, Generali Česká pojišt'ovna, DEK and online supermarket Košík.cz.
Coworkers.ai was formed in 2019 through a spin-off from Artin. For Daktel, this is the first of planned acquisitions
that, in addition to organic growth and global expansion, are expected to place the company among the world's top 10
CCaaS service providers over the next five years. q

Tanemo remains largest MMB shareholder with almost 30%
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Tanemo (owned by PPF Group) remains the largest shareholder of MONETA Money Bank (MMB) with 29.94%. It is
followed by Manecomte Limited with 10.39%, Mythessa Holdings Limited with 4.97%, CREDITAS Bank with 4.31% and
Chase Nominees Limited with 3.39%. Brown Brothers Harriman Co. also holds 2.49% and State Street Bank and Trust
Company has 2.45%. The shareholder structure valid as of October 31, 2022 was published by MMB. q

MV: EC okays CZK 780m to strengthen EU border protection
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The European Commission (EC) has approved the Czech Republic’s Operational Programme Tools for Financial
Support of Border Management and Visas. Through this programme administered by the Czech Ministry of the Interior
(MV), the Czech Republic will receive approximately CZK 780m for investing in strengthening the EU’s external border.
The funding will go to IT systems, such as the Visa Information System, the purchase of equipment used for checks at
the external border of the Schengen Area, i.e., at international airports, and to increase the competency of police
officers protecting the external border. q

New SOR Libchavy buses are deployed in Bratislava
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Bratislava Transit Authority (DPB) has deployed the first out of 63 new SOR buses. The low-floor air-conditioned
12-metre-long vehicles will replace 12 to 14 years old buses. The total volume of the framework agreement for
purchasing up to 80 buses from SOR Libchavy amounts to EUR 19m. All vehicles comply with the Euro 6e emission
standard. Bratislava mayor Matúš Vallo said that since 2020, there have been 150 new buses with cameras, air
conditioning and information systems in the Slovak capital. In the future, they will be complemented by new trams
and trolleybuses. q

LEGO opens first store in CR at Westfield Chodov
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

On November 3, 2022, the LEGO Group opened its first LEGO store in the Czech Republic at the Westfield Chodov
shopping centre in Prague. The store’s area is 190 m2. LEGO general director for the Czech Republic and Slovakia,
Adriana Jahňáková, said that the store offered the biggest assortment of LEGO products and the opportunity for
creative playing with the bricks for fans of all ages. q

MMR will announce calls for better equipment for primary schools
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Ministry for Regional Development of the Czech Republic (MMR) will once again announce calls 23 and 24,
intended for better equipment of primary schools. The reason is that the extreme rush of applicants significantly
slowed down the information system, and it is therefore not possible to fairly determine the order of submitted
projects. Calls for support from IROP will be opened again until around the end of November 2022. q

MPO will provide CZK 30bn for prices of energy in firms
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic (MPO) has published a call from the aid programme for
large companies to help with increased gas and electricity costs under the so-called Temporary Crisis Framework of
the European Commission. Minister Jozef Síkela (STAN) said that the expected allocation of the programme is up to
CZK 30bn. Entrepreneurs who are not subject to energy price caps can apply. The companies must have at least one
point of consumption and transmission, and their unit prices for gas and electricity have more than doubled in the
period from February 1 to October 31, 2022, compared to 2021. Applications can be submitted from November 15,
2022, to January 31, 2023. q

http://www.cianews.cz/cs/6733106-dhl-supply-chain-uvadi-do-provozu-nove-distribucni-centrum-pro-sage-appliances
http://www.cianews.cz/cs/6732136-sazka-na-umelou-inteligenci-daktela-za-desitky-milionu-kupuje-coworkers-ai
https://investors.moneta.cz/akcionarska-struktura
https://www.mvcr.cz/clanek/posileni-ochrany-vnejsi-hranice-eu-evropska-komise-schvalila-dalsi-operacni-program-v-gesci-ministerstva-vnitra.aspx
https://dpb.sk/sk/sprava/modernizacia-vozidloveho-parku-pokracuje-dopravny-podnik-bratislava-predstavuje-nove-12-metrove-autobusy
http://www.cianews.cz/cs/6740604-lego-group-otevrela-ve-westfield-chodov-svuj-prvni-obchod-lego-v-cr
https://www.mmr.cz/cs/ostatni/web/novinky/mmr-vyzvy-urcene-na-lepsi-vybaveni-zakladnich-skol
https://www.mpo.cz/cz/rozcestnik/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/mpo-zverejnuje-vyzvu-na-pomoc-firmam-s-vysokymi-cenami-energii--pripraveno-je-30-miliard-korun---270698/
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MMR to pay for school equipment from EU funds 
Tuesday, November 1 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Ministry for Regional Development of the Czech Republic (MMR) will release over CZK 3.2bn from the European
Regional  Development  Fund  (ERDF)  for  specialist  classrooms and  school  workshops.  The  Integrated  Regional
Operational Program (IROP) thereby launches two more calls in the new program period to improve the quality of the
educational infrastructure for primary schools. MMR Minister Ivan Bartoš (Pirates) stated that the maximum limit of
total expenses for the project is CZK 50m. The support rate is 90 % for less developed regions and 80 % for transition
regions. In December, IROP is preparing two more calls from the ERDF for education in the amounts of CZK 2.8bn and
CZK 2.2bn. q

MH SR to support innovative projects with EUR 15m 
Tuesday, November 1 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic (MH SR) has announced a call within the Operational Program
Integrated Infrastructure (OPII) for business entities to support innovation and technology transfer. Funds from the
European Union in the amount of 15 million euros are earmarked for the call. It is intended to support product or
production process innovation in micro, small,  medium and large enterprises. The Ministry further informed that
applications can be submitted electronically until December 30, 2022. q

VYS repaired road II/128 near Lukavce for CZK 126m 
Tuesday, November 1 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Vysočina Region (VYS) modernized another section of road II/128 for CZK 126 million. The road from the village of
Lukavce through Čáslavsko and further along road II/150 to the border with the Central Bohemian Region has been
given a new surface. It has also been expanded. The work also included the reconstruction of three bridge buildings.
The region has been promised financial support from the Integrated Regional Operational Program in the amount of
CZK 60 million for the investment event. q

AK KŠB assisted Sandberg Capital in acquisition
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Law firm Kocián Šolc Balaštík  (AK KŠB) provided legal  advice to client  Sandberg Capital  in  the acquisition of
a majority stake in the Hungarian company Green Fox Academy, which also operates in the Czech Republic. The
consultancy included the Czech aspects of the transaction and mainly consisted of due diligence and the preparation
of transaction documentation. Sandberg Capital focuses on investments in small and medium-sized companies in the
Central European region, especially in the IT, telecommunications, education, agriculture and retail segments. Green
Fox Academy provides IT courses. q

MŽP opens five new calls for CZK 2bn in OPŽP
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Since the launch of the Operational Programme Environment (OP Environment), the Ministry of the Environment of the
Czech Republic (MŽP) has announced a total of 25 calls for proposals. It plans to open more by the end of the year,
the largest of which will focus on waste management. It will distribute CZK 500m among applicants. Among the
announced calls, there are currently five new ones worth almost CZK 2bn. They will support projects returning water
to the landscape, biodiversity, or care for protected areas. q

Makovec has plans for demolition shop; turnover was CZK 1.57bn
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Makovec reported a consolidated net turnover of CZK 1.57bn in 2021. The consolidated operating profit was CZK
88.55m. The butcher and charcuterie company further stated in its annual report that the plan for 2022 was to expand
the retail network of stores and purchase refrigeration and other equipment. It also planned the construction of a new
poultry cutting plant on the premises of the slaughter plant in Kostelec na Hané, the modernization of existing
operations and the renewal of the vehicle fleet. The long-term goal is, among other things, the introduction of new
technologies in accordance with EU regulations. q

Orkla Foods' turnover exceeds CZK 6bn
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Orkla Foods Česko a Slovensko plans to launch a total of 58 new products in 2022. It introduced 64 new products in
2021. It spent CZK 15.48m on product research and development. The food company also said in its annual report
that its net turnover rose from CZK 5.43bn to CZK 6.08bn y/y. Profit after tax increased from CZK 136.71m to CZK
531.0m. On the environmental front, the company is reducing specific energy consumption and production waste and
increasing recycling rates. q

Zalando achieved growth in Q3 2022; no. of customers exceeded 50m
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Germany-based European fashion e-shop Zalando's gross merchandise volume (GMV) grew by 7.1% year on year to
EUR 3.28bn in Q3 2022, with revenues up 2.9% to EUR 2.35bn. The introduction of a minimum order value contributed
to the increase in profitability. For the entire 2022 financial year, Zalando expects results at the lower end of its June
estimate, which predicted GMV growth of 3% to 7% (EUR 14.8bn to EUR 15.3bn) and revenue of 0% to 3% (EUR
10.4bn-10.7bn). q

https://www.mmr.cz/cs/ostatni/web/novinky/mmr-na-lepsi-vybaveni-zakladnich-skol-mame-priprav
https://www.mhsr.sk/press/ministerstvo-hospodarstva-vyhlasilo-vyzvu-pre-podniky-na-podporu-inovacii-a-technologickeho-transferu?csrt=2346672413340803139
https://www.kr-vysocina.cz/vismo5/dokumenty2.asp?id_org=450008&id=4116406
https://www.ksb.cz/cs/novinky-publikace/01298
https://www.mzp.cz/cz/news_20221031-Z-noveho-OPZP-jsme-vyhlasili-jiz-25-vyzev-nejnovejsich-5-miri-na-peci-o-ceskou-prirodu-a-krajinu
https://or.justice.cz/ias/ui/vypis-sl-detail?dokument=73842126&subjektId=623854&spis=685474
https://or.justice.cz/ias/ui/vypis-sl-detail?dokument=73828212&subjektId=709648&spis=73411
https://corporate.zalando.com/en/investor-relations/news-stories/zalando-third-quarter-22-results
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Mastercard launches Strive Czechia to support small firms
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

On November 3, 2022, Mastercard launched the Strive Czechia programme. This three-year initiative should enable
250,000  Czech  micro  and  small  companies  to  prosper  in  the  digital  economy.  Strive  Czechia  will  help  these
entrepreneurs to get advice and information about modern technologies that best fit their business and financial
needs. In addition, the programme targets the development of small business funding, the support of using digital
tools and the development of mentoring and training programmes for businessmen who thus get free-of-charge
access to consulting tailored to their needs. This is part of the global Strive programme, realised with the support of
Mastercard’s Centre for Inclusive Growth. q

ÚP: Over 8,000 firms get subsidies from POVEZ II
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

A total of 8,258 companies in the Czech Republic have already received subsidies under the project Support for
Vocational Training of Employees II (POVEZ II), co-financed by the European Social Fund through OP Employment.
The Czech Labour Office (ÚP ČR) reported that the amount of funds for the payment of training and contributions to
wage costs during the training period reached almost CZK 2.1bn. The ÚP ČR has so far received 43,626 applications
for the provision of training activities and has subsequently concluded 22,976 agreements. This supported 83 253
employees, of whom 9 613 were over 54 years of age. q

Adastra is ready to help with digital transformation
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Adastra presented the possibilities of helping the industry with digital transformation at the German-Czech Economic
Forum. The company demonstrated the possibilities  of  digitalisation with  a  case study from its  own practice,
specifically a contract for ŠKODA AUTO, for which it worked on optimising container loading. The carmaker saved
EUR 840,000 in the first year of use and avoided 160 tonnes of CO2 from being emitted into the air. The second
example was the optimisation of inter-warehouse transport at Continental,  which significantly reduced transport
costs, reduced transit between warehouses to a minimum and allowed more orders to be shipped directly from one
warehouse.  Adastra  also addressed the topic  of  the Future  of  Manufacturing at  the forum,  which is  currently
dominated by digitalisation as a tool for increasing production efficiency. According to the company, a look into the
near future opens up topics such as robotization,  the use of digital  twins or artificial  intelligence in predictive
maintenance, the industrial Internet of Things, the metaverse and more. q

Coface deteriorates ratings in Europe
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Coface Barometer rated the Czech Republic A4 (adequate risk) in 3Q 2022, down from A3 (fair risk) in 2Q22. Rising
inflation and the weight of the vulnerable automotive industry are to blame. Coface's CEO for the Czech Republic and
Slovakia, Ján Čarný, also said that the domestic agriculture, paper, and retail sectors, with the exception of the energy
sector,  deteriorated.  Coface downwardly  revised the  ratings of  eight  countries  in  3Q,  including Italy,  Denmark,
Switzerland, Egypt, and Chile. Only Norway, which is a natural gas producer, continues to have the best risk rating. The
downgrade of 49 sector ratings indicates deteriorating conditions in sectors sensitive to the business cycle. q

Energy suppliers start to reflect price cap in deposits 
Tuesday, November 1 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

A portion of ČEZ Prodej's customers will receive a new breakdown of deposits in November 2022, which will already
take into account the government's capping of energy prices. Although this will not apply until January 1, 2023, the
supplier already includes the price ceiling in November and December payments, so that customers do not needlessly
pay too high amounts until the end of this year. The measure will affect several hundred thousand people. Moravské
naftové doly  (MND) reacted similarly,  offering price lists  with  a  government  ceiling for  both new and existing
customers from November 1. In addition, MND has structured the offer in such a way that in the event of a future drop
in gas and electricity prices, they are able to quickly reduce prices for customers. q

S.V. Holding AG renamed ERGO pojišťovna to SV pojišťovna
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

ERGO pojišťovna changed its business name to SV pojišťovna on October 28, 2022. The adjustment is related to the
change of owner, which from November 2021 is the German financial group S.V. Holding AG. All contractual contents
and conditions for clients and business partners remain completely unchanged. The insurance company manages
a portfolio of approximately 800,000 clients, annually reports approximately CZK 600m in written premiums. q

ŠKODA Group establishes subsidiary in Italy
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The ŠKODA Group has opened the offices of a new subsidiary in Florence. The manufacturer of public transport
equipment is thus strengthening its position on the international market. Olesea Lachi, who has long been responsible
for sales of rolling stock in the Group, has become the managing director of the subsidiary. In Italy, ŠKODA will focus
its attention on train transport and urban rolling stock. The company will offer its partners a comprehensive solution -
 from  the  production  of  individual  components  to  the  delivery  of  complete  vehicles  and  their  subsequent
maintenance. q

http://www.cianews.cz/cs/6740518-mastercard-dnes-spousti-program-strive-czechia
https://www.uradprace.cz/documents/37855/2602597/TZ_POVEZII_listopad2022.pdf/48c46b5d-7981-2d35-9551-bebedccfd141
https://adastra.digital/cs/resources/blog/adastra-na-nemecko-ceskem-ekonomickem-foru-jsme-pripraveni-pomoci-prumyslu-s-digitalni-transformaci/
http://www.cianews.cz/cs/6736730-coface-ochlazeni-globalni-ekonomiky-se-dale-prohlubuje
http://www.cianews.cz/cs/6733770-ergo-pojistovna-se-prejmenovala
http://www.cianews.cz/cs/6733764-skoda-group-zalozila-dcerinou-spolecnost-v-italii
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MONETA might beat profit forecast of CZK 4.6bn
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

MONETA Money Bank management expects to beat this year's net profit forecast of CZK 4.4bn by at least 10%. This
is according to the information in the conference call following the 3Q 2022 results, adding that in the following year,
on the contrary, it perceives a risk of net profit falling short of the CZK 4.6bn outlook due to the potential introduction
of an extraordinary tax. At the same time, there should be a temporary reduction in the dividend payout ratio next year
due to the need to meet the increased MREL regulatory requirement. In addition to a possible temporary adjustment
to the dividend policy, management is also considering a CZK 6bn capital increase. q

ŠKODA AUTO's deliveries fall to 544,500 in 1-3Q
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

ŠKODA AUTO's global deliveries in the three quarters of 2022 reached 544,500 vehicles. This is a year-on-year decline
of 22.3%. Most of them, 281,100 (-13.9%), went to Western Europe, of which 100,700 vehicles (104,600; -3.8%) went to
Germany. Sales in the Czech market fell by 18.7% to 51,200 vehicles. ŠKODA AUTO recorded the highest growth in
India (+186.9%), where it sold 38,300 vehicles. q

ŘLP: Smartwings operated most flights
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

In September 2022, SmartWings operated the most flights from/to Prague (29.23%) at Prague Airport. Ryanair took
second place with 11.52%, easyJet third with 5.03%. Eurowings (4.92%), Wizz Air 3.61%) and Lufthansa (3.44%) were
in other places in the TOP 10 according to the Czech Air Traffic Control (ŘLP). Also LOT with 2.42%, Turkish Airlines
with 2.26%, Air France with 2.24% and KLM with 2.11%. q

PAK prepares projects worth CZK 4.7bn for EU subsidies
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Pardubice Region (PAK) currently has more than 60 projects in various stages of development for drawing
European subsidies within the 2021+ programming period for approximately CZK 4.7bn. Governor Martin Netolický
(ČSSD) specified that the largest number of projects in the portfolio is in the field of education - 22. Within the large
projects, the region plans to succeed with the construction of studios in the school of arts and crafts in Ústí nad Orlicí
and a technical museum in Vysoké Mýto. It has also prepared projects on rainwater management within the region's
facilities or energy-saving measures. q

MARI platform to contribute to lower electricity prices in EU
Thursday, October 27 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The common European platform for balancing energy exchange, MARI, was launched on October 5, 2022. The first
auctions were organised for the Czech system operator ČEPS and the German operators 50Hertz, Amprion, TenneT DE
and TransnetBW. The cross-border exchange of minute reserves will increase the liquidity of balancing markets and
significantly reduce regulatory costs for Czech and other European market participants. The platform was developed
by Unicorn Systems in cooperation with Artelys and Amprion. It is built on the state-of-the-art Unicorn Application
Framework (UAF) architecture. All EU countries and four other transmission systems outside the EU will be involved in
the project over time. q

TRENDS, DIGITALISATION AND INNOVATION
ČDT equips ČD Cargo's locomotives with ETCS
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

ČD - Telematika (ČDT) has retrofitted the last of 78 locomotives of the 163 and 363 series of the ČD Cargo carrier
with an on-board European Train Control System (ETCS) unit and has thus successfully completed a major order. The
entire project was carried out by the consortium of contractors ČD - Telematika (the leading consortium) and AŽD.
The Chairman of the Board of Directors of ČD Cargo, Tomáš Tóth, believes that the contractor will  succeed in
completing the approval procedures for the operation of 13 Class 163 locomotives with active ETCS in Poland. The
Czech Republic plans to introduce exclusive operation under ETCS on selected backbone corridors from January 1,
2025. The information was published by ČD Cargo. q

MND joins H2EU+Store, targets green hydrogen in CEE
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

MND becomes a member of an international consortium to produce, transport, store, and distribute green hydrogen in
Europe. The project, called H2EU+Store, brings together energy companies from Germany, Austria, Slovakia, and
Ukraine, and now also the Czech Republic. The consortium plans to produce hydrogen from renewable sources in
prospective countries (e.g. Ukraine), transport it using existing gas pipelines to Central Europe and then store and
distribute it to customers. This was announced by KKCG, to which MND belongs. q

VŠCHT's MarbleMat develops technology for drug production
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

MarbleMat will  launch liquid oil  bead encapsulation technology for use in pharmaceutical and food production.
Development into commercial form is expected to take three to four years. MarbleMat is a spin-off of the University of
Chemical Technology in Prague (VŠCHT), where the technology originated. The principle is to increase the solubility
of active ingredients approved for pharmaceutical use, leading to better bioavailability. q

https://cdn.skoda-storyboard.com/2022/10/221031_SKODA-AUTO-dosahla-za-tri-ctvrtleti-roku-2022-v-narocne-trzni-situaci-solidniho-vysledku-a-stabilni-rentability-trzeb_45c9c21e.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=press_release&utm_content=press_release
https://www.pardubickykraj.cz/aktuality/118250/kraj-pripravuje-evropske-projekty-za-47-miliardy-korun
http://www.cianews.cz/cs/6730813-nova-platforma-mari-prispeje-k-poklesu-cen-elektriny-pro-vsechny-evropske-zakazniky
https://www.cdcargo.cz/home/-/asset_publisher/9UCZA9soM9d6/content/posledni-retrofitovane-vozidlo-predano?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdcargo.cz%2Fhome%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_9UCZA9soM9d6%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-3%26p_p_col_pos%3D1%26p_p_col_count%3D2
https://kkcg.com/cs/mnd-se-staly-soucasti-konsorcia-pro-palivo-budoucnosti-zeleny-vodik
https://www.vscht.cz/popularizace/media/tiskove-zpravy/2022/vscht-praha-ma-novy-spin-off-spolecnost-marblemat
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Alliance Laundry CE invests in quality, technology and energy savings
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Alliance Laundry CE will focus on innovation and quality in 2022. While last year was significantly affected by the
pandemic, Q1 2022 showed a significant improvement. However, the war in Ukraine and high inflation caused further
difficulties in the European market. Nevertheless, the manufacturer and marketer of commercial laundry solutions
sees 2022 as a promising year. It wants to focus further investments on production technologies and energy saving.
The company stated this in its annual report for 2021. It reported a turnover of CZK 3.96bn and an operating profit of
CZK 289.55m. q

HK organized conference on future of digitization in Europe
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Digitalization will play an increasingly important role in business in the coming years. The EU must catch this trend
and support new technologies and investments in them and not bind them with excessive regulations. It is also
important to encourage investments in cyber security. The participants of the Prague Digital Council conference,
which was organized in Prague by the Chamber of Commerce of the Czech Republic (HK ČR) in cooperation with the
Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic and the Atlantic Council think tank, on the occasion of the Czech
Presidency of the Council of the EU, agreed on this. q

VMware: Multicloud is path to innovation for 47% of firms
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

A total of 95% of Europe, Middle East and Africa (EMEA) businesses will view their data as a source of profit by
2024. VMware's Multi-Cloud Maturity Index survey showed this. Almost half of respondents (47%) strongly agree that
using multiple clouds will allow them to maximize the use of data for innovation. Efforts to extract economic benefit
from data bring with it additional challenges such as security (35%) and sufficient skills (35%). q

Deloitte: Czech banks among the most digitally advanced
Tuesday, November 1 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

In a global comparison of the maturity of retail digital banking, most Czech banks ranked in the upper half of the
ranking. However, not a single one made it into the top 10% of the so-called digital champions. Spanish banks
continue to lead the way, closely followed by Canadian and Polish financial institutions. This is according to the study
Deloitte Digital  Banking Maturity  2022. Investments in the development of functions in mobile applications are
growing globally. Compared to 2020, there was also a percentage increase in the availability of functionalities in the
application for almost all domestic banks. q

Google will provide CZK 81m to Czech digital projects
Wednesday, November 2 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

Google will provide CZK 81m over three years to Czech projects to support digital inclusion and digital skills training.
At the same time, it will offer them experts from among its employees. They can work pro bono for up to six months
on a full-time basis for the selected organisation. Google introduced the news during the Digital Week of the Czech EU
Presidency in Prague. q

NEWS FROM SLOVAKIA
MF SR: State budget showed EUR 1.73bn deficit in Oct
Thursday, November 3 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

At the end of October 2022, the Slovak state budget reached a deficit of EUR 1.73bn. Compared to the same period
last year,  state budget revenues were higher by EUR 2.13bn (+16.4%). Budget expenditures fell  by EUR 840.1m
(-4.7%). The Slovak Ministry of Finance stated that the management of the state budget thus improved year on year by
EUR 2.97bn (-63.2%).  Year-on-year growth in tax revenues amounted to EUR 1.95bn (+18.0%).  Expenditures for
servicing the state debt recorded a year-on-year increase of EUR 443.7m (+89.6%), and the utilization of other state
budget expenditures decreased by EUR 981.9m y/y (-6.9%). q

MDV SR again launched support for tourism sector
Monday, October 31 | ČIANEWS | Information Source

The Ministry of Transport and Construction (MDV) of the SR reopens the de minimis support regime for the tourism
sector. The grant will provide pandemic aid for the months of January and February 2022 to entrepreneurs whose
application was rejected due to an error or who did not manage to submit it in time. Applications will be accepted
November 1-11, 2022. q
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